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absconding steward, who shall be known as " Freeman "; we
heard of him through a seamen's home, and arranged that he
should go with us to Punta Arenas, to which place he wished for a
passage. He was a clean-looking " Britisher/' who for the
last seven years had been knocking about South America. He
brought with him a gramophone, and a Parabellum automatic
. pistol, with which he proved an excellent shot, and he made it
a sine qua non that we should find room on board for his saddle;
thus was my knowledge increased of the necessary equipment
of an indoor servant. We paid him at the rate of £100 a year,
and though we found that he could neither boil a suet pudding
nor lay a table, so enlightening were his accounts of up-country
life that we did not grudge him the money.
We flatter ourselves our experience in detecting mendacity
would qualify us as police-court magistrates, but we never saw
any reason to doubt the substantial accuracy of Freeman's
stories.   His experience dated back to the time when mares of
two or three years old were sold for ten shillings, or were boiled
down for fat, as, after the Spanish fashion, no man would demean
himself by riding one.   He had at one time ridden across the
continent from the Patagonian to the Chilean coast, a journey of
six weeks, half of which time he never saw a human being; he
was followed all the way by a dog, though the poor animal was
once two or three days without water; it got left behind at
times, but always managed to pick up his trail.   He was niost
candid about the means by which he had made money when
at one time employed on the railway, for honesty was not in
his opinion the way that the game was played in South America,
and therefore no individualcould afford to make it part of Ms
programing: it did happen to be one of the rules on Man&> and
we never knew him break it.   He was once running away after
some drunken escapade, when a policeman appeared and took
pot-shots at him with a rifle.   Freeman turned and dropped aim
with his revolver; he did it the more reluctantly as he knew
and liked the man.   Happily the shot was not fatal, and he
felt convinced that he himself had not been recognised.
After, therefore,;carefully arranging an alibi elsewhere lie ;
; condoled with the. victim on the lawless deed, asd
assistance he could ; he felt, however, that that
country had become not very " healthy," and sul>

